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UK at forefront of brain tumour research thanks to local charity
28th August 2008 – For immediate release
UK brain tumour researchers gave more presentations on their work than any other country except the USA at a recent major international conference. Much of the research was funded by the Yateley-based Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust.
The Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust was established 10 years ago to raise funds for research. It has become the biggest brain tumour charity in the UK, spending around £1million per year on much-needed research. The investments are now paying off, with the UK having a dominant presence at the International Symposium on Pediatric Neuro-Oncology in Chicago. 

Neil Dickson, Chairman of the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, says:

“When we first started the Charity, childhood brain tumour research in the United Kingdom was almost non-existent. Thanks to the first class research undertaken by the teams at Nottingham, Liverpool, Newcastle, and others, the UK is now the second most active research centre in the world for childhood brain tumours after the United States. It’s something we should all be very proud of.”

Brain cancer is the biggest childhood cancer killer and affects 450 children in the UK each year. Research into the disease has in the past received a fraction of the funding of higher profile cancers, and the UK has lagged behind other countries in making progress towards understanding this devastating disease. 

Major break-throughs have been made in several areas, and are leading to significant improvements in clinical outcomes. 
For example, Nottingham is one of the few centres in the world investigating a type of tumour called SPNET (supratentorial primitive neuroectodermal tumours). In a recent project funded by the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust, the researchers compared this type of tumour with another type (called a medulloblastoma), and found important genetic differences between them. This has enormous implications for treatment and diagnosis of this tumour and progress made will lead to improved treatments and increased survivability. 
In addition, the Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust has recently established the UK’s first ‘centre of excellence’ dedicated to the brain cancer, at University College London. It is hoped that this will contribute to even more significant breakthroughs and improvements in diagnosis and treatment over the next ten years and beyond.
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Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust

Samantha Dickson Brain Tumour Trust funds scientific and clinical research to find a cure for childhood and adult brain tumours. It also offers support, hope and information to patients and their carers. 

The charity has been working to find a cure for brain tumours since it was set up in 1996 by Samantha's parents, Neil and Angela Dickson. Since then millions of pounds have been raised for brain tumour research and support services for patients and carers, and the charity has become the largest funder of brain tumour research in the UK.

We fund a wide range of research and clinical projects into childhood and adult brain tumours, under the guidance of our Scientific and Medical Advisory Board and peer reviewed by specialists from around the world. We are a member of the Association of Medical Research Charities (AMRC).

In June 2008 the Samantha Dickson Brain Cancer Unit was opened at University College London. This is the UK’s first ‘centre of excellence’ for this disease.  We believe it will improve outcomes for brain tumour patients, develop new brain tumour research programmes and aid the development of more skilled specialists in the brain tumour field.

We provide information and support to parents and carers through our website and a range of factsheets for adults or children. We hold support group meetings in a number of locations throughout the UK and hold regular information days for people affected by brain tumours. We also offer one-to-one support over the telephone and by email.

